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1. SUMMARY. APRIL 10 CONVERSTATION WITH A ROMANIAN EMBOFF 
SUPPORTS THE THESIS OF REFTEL THAT SOVIET-ROMANIAN 
DIFFERENCES ARE SHARPENING FAST. OUR INFORMANT, WHILE 
NOTING FAMILIAR DIFFERENCES OVER THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIST 
CONFERENCE, CSCE, AND CEMA POLICY, EMPHASIZED A FOURTH 
THEME-THAT THE SOVIETS ARE PUSHING A SERIES OF 
PROPOSALS TO TIGHTEN UP THE WARSAW PACT ORGANIZATION 
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AND THE ROMANIANS ARE ISOLATED IN THEIR OPPOSITION 
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TO THEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE ROMANIAN, THE SOVIETS HAVE REVIVED 
AN IDEA WHICH HAS BEEN DORMANT SINCE THE MID- 1950'S 

TO HAVE A WARSAW PACT PERMANENT COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS WHICH WOULD MEET AT SET AND FREQUENT 
INTERVALS. THE SOVIETS ALSO ALLEGEDLY WANT TO SET 
UP A WARSAW PACT SECRETARIAT A LA NATO WITH A STRONG 
SOVIET SECRETARY GENERAL, AND ARE ANXIOUS TO GIVE THE 
PACT A POLITICAL STAFF AND STRUCTURE CLOSELY RESEMBLING 
NATO. THE SOVIETS, ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMANT, ARE 
ALSO PRESSING FOR REGULAR PACT POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS. IN SUM, THE SOVIETS HAVE LAUNCHED 
A NEW DRIVE DIRECTED AT GREATER COORDINATION OF THE 
WARSAW PACT. OUR SOURCE SAYS THAT ROMANIA HAS OPPOSED 
AND HAS DRAGGED ITS FEET, BUT IN LIGHT OF THE LACK 
OF SUPPORT FROM OTHER PACT MEMBERS MAY HAVE TO 
ACCEPT SOME FORM OF COMPROMISE. 

3. MOEOVER, SAYS THE ROMANIAN EMBOFF, THE SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN PLUMPING FOR A LARGE-SCALE CELE- 
BRATION OF THE PACT'S 20TH ANNIVERSARY. HEFEELS 
THAT ROMANIA HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN HEADING OFF 
THIS INITIATIVE. HIS BELIEF IS THAT THERE WILL BE 

NO MAJOR CEREMONY IN WARSAW AROUND THE MAY 14 ANNIVER- 
SARY. THERE MAY BE A PACT SUMMIT, BUT HE EMPHASIZED THAT 
THE DATE HAD NOT BEEN SET AND IT WOULD PROBABLY BE LATE 
IN THE YEAR. THE SOVIETS HAD WANTED COMMEMORATIVE COINS 
STRUCK TO CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY; THE ROMANIANS 
DEMURRED, APPARENTL SUCCESSFULLY. 

4. OUR ROMANIAN CONTACT ALSO REPEATED, WITH NO PARTICULAR 
EMPHASIS, THE FAMILIAR S O VIET -ROMANIAN DIFFERENCES OVER 
THE EUROPEAN PARTY CONFERENCE, CSCE, AND CEMA. HE 

SAID THAT THE CONFERENCE WOULD DEFINITELY BE HELD AFTER 
THE CSCE CONCLUSION, PROBABLY LATE THIS YEAR. 

5. HE WAS QUICH TO ATTRIBUTE SUCH IDEOLOGICAL ALLUSIONS 
AS NOTED REFTEL TO THE SOVIET HAND AND SAID THEY WERE 
CLEARLY AIMED AT ROMANIA. HE FELT THAT FOLLOWING CSCE 
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THE SOVIETS WOULD STEP UP STILL FURTHER THEIR EMPHASIS 
ON IDEOLOGICAL ORTHODOXY WITHIN THE PACT IN AN EFFORT 
TO WARD OFF THE EFFECT OF WESTERN EFFORTS TO HOLD MOSCOW 
TO ITS BASKET THREE COMMITMENTS. 

6. COMMENT. WHILE OUR ROMANIAN CONTACT IS RARELY BASHFUL 
ABOUT NOTING SOVIET-ROMANIAN DIFFERENCES, THIS IS THE 
FARTHEST HE HAS GONE IN THE TWO YEARS WE HAVE BEEN DEALING 
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WITH HIM. WHILE PERHPAS OVERSTATED. HIS LINE SEEMS PLAUSIBLE, 

AND WE ARE PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY THE SPECIFICS ON THE WARSAW 
PACT, WHICH SEEM TO BE A NEW ELEMENT. 

STOESSEL 
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